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~ TAe MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -• 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply mW, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Clalmfs) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawlng(s) filed on 15 November 2003 Is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2O Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intematlonal Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient(s) 

1 ) (3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-l 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20041 20d 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit 
of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120 as follows: 

An application in which the benefits of an earlier application are desired must 
contain a specific reference to the prior application(s) in the first sentence of the 
specification or in an application data sheet (37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) and (a)(5)). The 
specific reference to any prior nonprovisional application must include the relationship 
(i.e., continuation, divisional, or continuation-in-part) between the applications except 
when the reference is to a prior application of a CPA assigned the same application 
number. 

2. In the specification under CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
applicant should have provided a reference to the parent application as opposed to 
stating "Not applicable". 

Specification 

3. Objection is made to "The patent class definition for rafts is class 441/35 and 
there are 1 12 patents listed on the USPTO website under the classification" of page 1 
lines 13 and 14. Objection is made to this sentence because the number of patents in 
class 441/35 changes constantly. Further, periodically, the subclass number changes 
and the classification of a particular patent changes. Because of the above, applicant 
should amend the BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION and the specification to delete 
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any reference to a class, a subclass, the number of patents in the subclass and the 
classification of a patent. 

Also, the following references to particular classes, subclasses and the classification of 
a particular patent should be deleted: 

"There are 76 patents... under class 441/35" of page 1 , line 15; "The field of endeavor 
to which the invention... 441/35 "Raft", 441/38 "With shelter" and 441/40..." of page 1 . 
last three lines; "Patent PN 5,927,228 is classified U.S. 114/345 and 441/40", "Patent 
PN 4,890,569 is classified U.S. 114/349, 114/125, 441/37 and D12/316", and "All other 
patents listed are classified U.S. 441/38 ..." of page 2, lines 8-10; and "to the production 
of alr-or-gas-inflated rafts that are classified by the United States... Class 441/35 "Rafts" 
and 441/40..." of page 4, lines 7 and 8. 

4. It is acceptable to make reference to a patent number in the specification 
because the patent numbers do not change. 

5. On page 2 of the specification, the spelling of "inflatable" and "panel" should be 
corrected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact temis as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
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pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Applicant has failed to describe in detail the specifics of the tape used to reinforce the 
overlapping edges of the panels. In claim 2 and on page 6 of the specification applicant 
discloses that the tape is such as produced by 3M company. This disclosure does not 
provide one having ordinary skill in the art with enough infornnation with regard to what 
type of tape is used. There are several reasons why this is true. First 3M makes a 
number of different types of tape. Second 3M Is the name of a company. In the future, 
this company may change its name, or may cease to exist. Thus, applicant should 
describe in detail in the specification the specific structure of the tape used to reinforce 
the overlapping panel edges. 

Further, applicant has failed to describe in detail how the joints themselves are 
extended beyond the top of the raft to form straps that are looped around a similarly 
constructed harness to allow a grappling hook or other device to engage the harness. 
Is not the tape extended instead of the joints? 
In amending the disclosure, new matter should not be entered. 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the nnanner 
required by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
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manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 

sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

The first line of the claims should also not begin with "I claim as my invention" or "I also 

claim". 

Further, parenthetical expressions should not be used within the body of the claim as it 

is unclear if such expressions set forth positive limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fornn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

1 1 . Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Givens. 
The life raft constructed with air inflatable panels 14 and 16 is shown in figure 1 . This 
raft is a spherical shell. The internal water ballast tank is 42. With water in the ballast 
tank, the raft will function as claimed in the last seven lines of claim 1 . 

12. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Andrew. 
The longitudinal joints formed by the overlapping of contiguous edges of the panels that 
form the shape of the raft are the joints between the chambers 1 1 . That is, where each 
chamber 1 1 contacts another chamber 1 1 , a longitudinal joint is formed. Each chamber 
1 1 is considered to be a panel. The straps which reinforce these joints are straps 37. 
Straps 37 extend beyond the top of the raft through lines 36 to loop around a similarly 
constructed harness. 
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Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Phillips is cited to show straps 16. Smith is cited to show 
bridles 20. 

14. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. 

15. It appears that the applicant in this application is a pro se applicant (an inventor 
filing the application alone without the benefit of a Patent Attorney or Agent). Applicant 
may not be aware of the prefen^ed methods of ensuring timely filing of responses to 
communications from the Office and may wish to consider using the Certificate of Mailing 
or the Certificate of Transmission procedures outlined below. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

To ensure that the Applicant's mailed response is cx)nsidered timely filed, it is advisable to include a "certificate 
of mailing" on at least one page (preferably on the first page) of the response. This "certificate" should consist 
of the following statement: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first dass mail in an envelope 
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addressed to: "Commissioner of Patents and Trademarlts, Washington, 
D.C. 20231" on (date). 

(Typed or printed name of the person signing this certificate) 

(signature) 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 



Alternatively, if applicant wishes to respond by facsimile rather than by mail, another method to ensure that the 
Applicant's response is considered timely filed, is to include a "certificate of transmission" on at least one page 
(preferably on the first page) of the response. This method should be used by foreign applicants without access 
to the U.S. Postal Service. This "certificate" should consist of the following statement: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted 

to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) - 

on (date). 

(Typed or printed nanne of tlie person signing this certificate) 

(signature) 

These "Certificates" may appear anywhere on the page, and may be handwritten or typed. They must be 
signed, and the date must be the actual date on which it is mailed or transmitted. 
For the purpose of calculating extensions of time, the date shown on the certificate will be 
construed as the date on which the paper was received by the Office, regardless of the date 
the U.S. Postal Service actually delivers the response, or the fax is "date-stamped" in. In this 
way, postal or transmission delays do not affect the extension-of-time fee. 
In the event that a communication is not received by the Office, applicant's submission of a 
copy of the previously mailed or transmitted correspondence showing the originally signed 
Certificate of Mailing or Transmission statement thereon, along with a statement from the 
person signing the statement which attests to the timely mailing or transmitting of the 
correspondence, would be sufficient evidence to entitle the applicant to the mailing or 
transmission date of the correspondence as listed on the Certificate of Mailing or 
Transmission, respectively. 

NOTICE TO APPLICANT: In the case of lost or late responses the use of other "receipt 
producing" forms of mailing a correspondence to the Patent Office, such as Certified 
Mail, or a private shipper such as FedEx, WILL NOT result in the applicant getting the 
benefit of the mailing date on such receipts. These receipts are not considered to be 
acceptable evidence since there is nothing to "tie-in" the receipt with the particular 
document allegedly submitted. 
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1 6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherman D. Basinger whose telephone number Is 703- 
308-1 139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:00-2:30 ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infornration for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 




sdb 

12/9/04 



